EXPLANATION OF THE IDEA

ists (ashab al-Hadlth) do not hold the belief that he is
orthodox who doubts the location of the Ka'bah, just as
they do not accept one who doubts the necessity of turning
to the Ka'bah in prayer.

The true view, according to us, is that the Ummat al-
Islam comprises those who profess the view that the world
is created, the unity of its maker, his preexistence, his attri-
butes, his equity, his wisdom, the denial of his anthropo-
morphic character, the prophetic character of Muhammad,
and his universal Apostolate, the acknowledgment of the con-
stant validity of his law, that all that he enjoined was truth,
that the Koran is the source of all legal regulations, and
that the Kabbah is the direction in which all prayers should
be turned.    Everyone who- professes all this and does not
follow a heresy that might lead him to unbelief, he is an
orthodox Sunnite, believing in the unity of Allah.    If, to
the accepted beliefs which we have mentioned he adds a
hateful heresy, his case must be considered.   And if he in-
cline to the heresy of the Batiniyah, or the Bayamyah, or the
Mughirah, or the Khattabiyah, who- believe in the divine
character of all the Imams, or of some of them at least, or
if he follows the schools which believe in the incarnation of
(rod, or one of the schools of the people believing in the
transmigration of souls, or the school of the Maimuniyah
of the Khawarij who allow marriage with one's daughter's
(laughter or one's son's daughter, or follow the school of the
Yazkllyah from among the Ibadlyah with their teaching
that the law of Islam will be abrogated at the end of time,
or if he permits as lawful what the text of the Koran for-
bids, or forbids that which the text of the Koran allows as
lawful, and which does not admit of differing interpretation,
such an one does not belong to the Ummat al-Islam, nor
should he be esteemed.   But if his heresy is like the heresy
of the Mu*tazilites, or the Khawarij, or the Rafidah of the
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